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Swedish Land Survey Maps 
Nils William Olsson 
One of the most important tools in genealogical research is the possession of a 
detailed map of the area where one's ancestor once settled and lived. Every 
genealogist with forebears, who owned land, appreciates the value of the county 
plat books, which indicate where the ancestor's property was located and which 
neighbors surrounded the farm. 
Searchers who look to Sweden for their ancestral roots have been a ware of the 
presence of the Swedish General Staff maps (Generalstabens kartor), which by 
means of a scale of I :50,000 can supply many details ofland areas in southern and 
central Sweden. For northern Sweden, where distances are vast and areas sparsely 
populated, these detailed maps have a scale of 1: 100,000. 
Good as these General Staff maps are, though, they depict Swedish 
topography as it existed at the end of the last century and at the beginning of the 
1900s. For earlier information, not found in these maps.we are referred to the 
archives of the Swedish State Office of Land Surveying (Lantmiiteriverket), 
located in Gavle. This institution with its treasury of more than 200,000 maps, 
some of them dating back to the 17th century, have only lately come into focus and 
represent another avenue by which persons seeking their Swedish roots can add 
flesh to dry genealogical bones. 
But first a word about this venerable institution and its history, which goes 
back more than 360 years. Sweden engaged officials since the Middle Ages for the 
purpose of drawing up measurements of farms and other kinds of real estate, not 
only for tax purposes, but also to prevent litigation over the transfer of property 
after a death or when the land was bartered or sold. Land surveys were however 
quite primitive and it was not until the beginning of the 17th century, during the 
reign of Charles IX, that a brilliant cartographer by the name of Anders Bure 
(1571-1646), was given the task in 1603 of mapping the entire country of Sweden, 
which at that time also included Finland. After much preparation and a great deal 
of research, Bure was able to publish the northern parts of Sweden and Finland in 
1611 with the title- Lapponiae, Bothniae Cajaniaeque regni Sueciae provinciarum 
septentrionalium nova delineatio. This is the first real map of Sweden in that it was 
based upon a number of precise measurements. The map exists today in only two 
copies and was considered at the time as being a tremendous leap forward in the 
science of Swedish cartography and aptly created for Bure the title of"the father of 
Swedish cartography." In 1626 Bure had completed his work for the entire country 
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of Sweden with the title Orbis Arctoi nova et accurata delineatio. It not only 
depicted Sweden and Finland, but also Norway, parts of Denmark and areas of 
Germany and Russia. This map was amazingly accurate and was used as a model 
for later maps published in Scandinavia. 
Gustavus Adolphus, at this tim:e king of Sweden, was so pleased with the work 
of Anders Bure, that he decided to go one step farther by naming Bure 
"Mathematician General" of Sweden with the ro¥al commission to organize a 
national surveying effort of the entire country. The royal instruction, dated 4 April 
1628, paved the way for the establishment of what later was to be known as the 
Swedish State Office of Land Surveying. Bure was to travel widely in Sweden, 
surveying and mapping, not only the country from a topographical point of view, 
but also to survey all villages and the land property of the villagers, farms, town 
and cities as well aa areas which would be suitable for military fortifications as well 
as aid in the setting up of better communications. Special emphasis was also to be 
given to those areas in Sweden where mining was important. 
Bure was given the responsibility of employing surveyors, and if there were 
not enough of these, he was "to employ young men, the children of honest people," 
whom he was to instruct in the art of surveying. 
Already by 1630, barely two years after the royal instruction, Bure was able to 
deliver to the royal authorities his first survey maps, representing various parts of 
Sweden. Work progressed at a rapid rate, thanks mostly to the energy and 
enthusiasm of Anders Bure. When he died, however, in 1646, and no successor 
having been appointed to succeed him, the work of this new governmental entity 
stagnated and even retrogressed. The new king of Sweden, Charles XI, a 
pragmatist and a utilitarian, infused new life into the institution as well as more 
money. The king was anxious that the surveyors should "display more energy, 
neatness and exactness in measuring and the executing the maps." In 1683 the king 
succeeded in appointing a worthy successor to Bure by the name of Carl 
Gripenhielm ( 1655-1694), who actually became the first appointed director of the 
State Office of Land Surveying. While Bure had pioneered the work under a title 
given him personally by Gustavus Adolphus, Gripenhielm was the institution's 
first appointed director. Gripenhielm succeeded in bringing into the office a 
number of well educated surveyors. He also organized courses for training future 
land surveyors. The Gripenhielm survey maps, the results of his organization, 
enthusiasm and energy, are well-known to this day for beauty, exactness and 
excellent visual content. 
When Gripenhielm entered upon his duties as director he had a staff of 23 
state surveyors, one for each liin, except Blekinge. Soon it was apparent that the 
tasks of surveying land and drawing maps were becoming too much for one chief 
surveyor in each county, and by 1684 he was ordered to hire assistant surveyors to 
lighten the work load. As time went on, more and more maps were executed for 
every conceivable area of Sweden. Each county surveyor's office became the 
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depository for the maps of that district, with copies forwarded to the State Office in 
Stockholm. 
Thus for more than three centuries Sweden has been mapped and remapped, 
each time to meet a new challenge. This was the case during the land reform of the 
19th century, at a time when most farms in Sweden consisted ofa number of small 
plots strewn in every direction like a crazy quilt. The old system had forced farmers 
to sow and harvest at the same time. Thanks to the land reform, the small plots 
were combined into larger units, thus making the farmer independent in tending 
his land. 
A few years ago this ancient institution with its superb collection of hundreds 
of thousands of maps was transferred from Stockholm to the port city of Gavle, 
located on the Baltic, about two hours by rail or motor road north of Stockholm. 
Here century-old maps are now being cleaned and stored in large leather 
portfolios, ready for the use by researchers and scholars. In fact one of the frequent 
users of the archives is a Swedish professor, Dr. Ulf Sporrong, who heads a 
committee, which at the present time is hard at work on a national atlas for 
Sweden. Not only is this collection of maps one of the largest in the world, but from 
the aspect of Swedish history it can trace Sweden's development as a state over a 
period of a third of a millennium. 
In addition to the more than 200,000 maps housed in the Gavle archives, 
dating mainly from the 17th and 18th centuries, there are more than a million maps 
reposing in the county surveyors' offices throughout Sweden. These maps, 
however, are mostly from the 19th century. 
In addition to the large collection of maps of farms, villages, towns and cities, 
the Gav le archives also contains an interesting group of maps from the last century 
covering ca. 270 Swedish parishes. This series of maps carry descriptive analyses of 
each parish, in addition to the statistical material, concentrating on such 
observations as the character of the people living in the parish, their mode of dress, 
the manner in which they lived, their customs, etc. Also the instructions asked for 
details concerning antiquarian sites, such as ruins of any kind, remnants of old 
farms, castles, fortifications and defense structures. Finally, the surveyors mapping 
these parishes were also requested to furnish information on famous people who 
had resided in the parish as well as incidents of historical value. 
Remains the question-how can an institution like the Swedish State Office 
of Land Surveying help the average American genealogist in finding his or her 
ancestral farm in Sweden? This question can best be answered by the information 
provided by the Gav le archives, which stands ready to help anyone searching for a 
particular map. But the inquirer must know the precise village and farm and the 
parish from which the ancestor came. Once these facts have been established, it is 
quite easy to consult the parish map and thus pinpoint the farm, the croft or the 
cottage where he lived or was born. 
Obviously the archives works best for those searchers with a rural past in 
Sweden. If one's antecedent came from a city or town, ' where he did not possess 
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real property, it would be quite difficult to pursue the chase. But even in such cases 
all hope is not gone. If one's ancestor owned property in a town, or rented property 
for the purpose of engaging in a trade such as tailor, shoemaker, saddler, tanner, 
etc., it is possible to consult the town map for clues. In the illustration below, it can 
be seen that in a survey map of the city of Koping in central Sweden, drawn up in 
1752, much detailed information is revealed as to the placement of dwellings, barns 
and cattle sheds on property named for a watchman by the name of Lemon. Here 
we meet such names as Carlman, Brunstrom and Holmberg. By also consulting the 
household examination rolls for Koping for the 1750s it would be possible to see 
who these individuals were and in which relationship they were to each other. 
The Swedish State Office of Land Surveying is thus ready to assist American 
searchers in their quests. The institution may be reached by writing to Lantmateri-
verket, 801 12 Gavle. Office hours are between 8:45 a .m. and 2:45 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. The archives can also be reached bytelephone----011 + 46 + 26 15 30 00. 
The expert in the archives on antiquarian maps is Alfred Orback, himself a 
surveyor, who resides in Vasteras. His telephone number is O 11 + 46 + 21 19 52 18. 
A piece of good news for the student of Swedish genealogy is the fact that all of 
the old survey maps are now in the process of being microfilmed, a gigantic project, 
expected to take ten to twelve years, or to the end of this century. This project is 
badly needed since more and more genealogists are discovering the rich source 
materials available in Gavle and the district offices ofland surveying in the various 
Swedish counties. 
f I r , , ( , /., ) 
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Detail of Survey Map from Koping in the 1750s 
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How I Found the Sunde[e]ns 
in Holdrege, NE 
Borje Ostberg* 
In March of 1984 I submitted a query (No.223) to SAG, asking for information 
about the descendants of my wife's relatives, who emigrated to America and settled 
in Holdrege, NE. They were all born in Sundborn Parish (Kopp.). I was 
particularly interested in what had happened to Anders Henrik Sunden and his 
wife, Greta Lisa Bjurman. 
My query soon brought an answer from Arthur Viren of Roseburg, OR, who 
told me that his father, also born in Sundborn, had emigrated in 1903 and had 
worked in Holdrege together with Anders Sunden. Mr. Viren referred me to Mrs. 
Jessie Lindstrom of Holdrege, who in turn asked Mrs. Sandra Slater, also of 
Holdrege, to give me information of the Sundens. Mrs. Slater not only furnished 
the facts I was looking for, but in turn referred me to a Mrs. Lauer of Holdrege, 
who mailed me a fascinating account of the Sunden couple, written by their 
granddaughter, Norma H. Gustin. Since the narrative of Mrs. Gustin speaks for 
itself, I submit it herewith. Unfortunately, all attempts to reach Mrs. Gustin in 
Concordia, AR, where she was living, have been in vain. Since the manuscript 
gives a vivid picturization of early pioneer life on the prairies of Nebraska, where so 
many Swedes settled, and presumably shared the same primitive life, I thought it 
appropriate to give SA G'.s readers the complete Sunden story. 
"The Story of My Maternal Grandparents 
Norma H. Gustin 
Anders Henrik Sunden was born 18 May 1852 to Anders and Sara in 
Persarvet, Sundborn Parish. On 2 Dec. 1877 he was united in marriage to 
Greta Lisa Bjurman, also born in Sund born. Two years later they emigrated to 
North America. 
In America they settled on a small farm in Nebraska, about three miles 
southeast of Holdrege. They were pioneers, and their material possessions 
were few when they arrived in this country. Their three children, the eldest 
named Amelia, their son Arvid, and the youngest, Ellen, were all born in 
America. 
*Borje Ostberg resides at Herrhagsviigen 9 A, 791 75 Falun, SWEDEN. 
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Ellen Sundeen Hanson was my mother. As I grew up my mother told me 
much about the pioneering days of my grandparents, and the happy memories 
she cherished from her childhood as she grew up living in their humble sod 
house. My mother passed on so many bits of information to me, which I have 
genuinely cherished in my lifetime; hence, my reason for putting them in 
writing in order to pass the story on to my children and grandchildren. 
For most pioneers li(e was a struggle. Their furnishings were sparse, and the 
constant fear of Indians w~s always with them. It was not quite so with Henry 
Sundeen (the name he adopted in America). 
Henry had been a cabinetmaker in Sweden, doing the fine finishing of 
woodwork in lovely homes. This he continued to do in this country. This 
experience was a great boon to the family in America. Grandma laid before 
him the items of furniture she felt were essential, and got busy making them. 
Before long their four-room sod house was completely furnished with all of the 
essential pieces of furniture they needed to live comfortably. Grandmother did 
her part to complete it all. For weeks, and conceivably months, she sat at her 
loom, weaving wall to wall carpeting for the sod house. She made strip after 
strip, then sewed them together. The windows were set deep, making very deep 
window sills, which were filled with lovely blooming geraniums. Crisp white 
ruffled curtains were tied back at the windows. She made quilts and clothing 
for all of them, so between the two of them, they made a home that was 
comfortable and pleasant, so that my mother never seemed to forget it. Every 
time she talked about it one could see in her face that it was a memory she held 
very dear. 
My grandfather was an unusually gifted man. He never had the money, nor 
the freedom from family responsibilities, to receive an education in any one of 
his particular talents, but it did not deter him from pursuing them himself. He 
was an avid reader, and read and studied in detail anything he planned to 
undertake. He was an amateur artist, but during his lifetime, and even after his 
death, many people sought and purchased his pictures. He was a perfectionist, 
and I heard him say that he never felt he was good at painting people, since he 
was not satisfied with the flesh colors. Therefore, the bulk of his paintings were 
either landscapes or of animals. This he did beautifully. One of his masterpieces 
was most unusual. He took a one-inch thick board and made it circular, about 
thirty inches in diameter. He finished it in mahogany, and made it as perfect as 
if it were to be a table top for his living room. Then for months he sat and 
pecked away at it with an awl and a mallet. When he had finished there 
appeared in relief a reindeer with mountains in the background. This piece 
always commanded the attention of visitors and became a real conversation 
piece. It was so much loved by members of the family, that we have passed it 
around, letting each one enjoy it in his home. 
The time came, when the children were grown, that the couple decided to 
move to the little town of Holdrege. Grandpa designed and built a lovely home 
for them. But all of grandpa's art was creating a space problem for my 
grandmother. Grandpa then decided to make a work shop at the rear of the 
backyard. There he had three rooms- two rooms for his work, and the other 
room became a studio, where he displayed his paintings and sculptures. In 
addition to his painting he also became intensely interested in 
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sculpturing. He studied and worked hard day and night. Finally, others 
discovered his talent, and requests came in for certain pieces. He made a 
life-size statue of Christ for the Lutheran Church and even today in the 1980s, a 
statue of the justice of the peace graces the courtroom of the county courthouse 
in Holdrege. 
Music was a big part of their family life. My aunt Amelia played the organ 
and grandfather was the violinist. They also sang a lot. As I stated earlier, 
grandpa never did anything half-way. This was true of the violin. He studied 
and practiced and attended every concert available so as to observe the 
techniques of the violinists. He was not satisfied only to observe, but he would 
remain after the concerts to personally speak with the instrumentalists. 
Because of this, he gained many friendships throughout the years with certain 
people who made the concert tours in those days under the auspices of the 
Chautauqua circuit. John Philip Sousa and my grandfather learned to know 
each other quite well, and it seemed that Mr. Sousa appreciated grandpa's 
sincere interest in music. Our little town of only 3,500 people became a real 
music center, drawing people from far and wide to hear the soloists of the day, 
such as Madame Galli-Curci, Madame Schumann-Heink, Enrico Caruso, as 
well as John Philip Sousa's band, the Army, Navy and Marine Corps bands, 
the Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra, and a number of the popular dance 
bands of that time. My grandfather took it all in. Henry Sundeen made quite a 
reputation as a violinist , and was invited to be the guest soloist at many 
important functions. He also taught the violin. I remember vividly sitting in 
awe as his fingers seemed to fly back and forth on the strings as he played Bach, 
Beethoven and other classics. 
Because of Henry Sundeen's interest in art, he also became a student of 
nature and the manner in which he wished to portray it in his art work. He 
loved flowers in their many varieties and colors. Therefore, it was quite natural 
that the backyard of his home was laid out like a small fairyland. Each flower 
bed, as well as the shrubbery and the trees, were laid out in a well-planned 
scheme to do justice to each variety in the blend of colors and the character of 
the plants. A huge maple tree situated on one side of the yard furnished shade 
to a large portion of the garden. It's big strong trunk and spreading branches 
gave my grandfather an idea with which to surprise his small grandchildren. He 
built a sturdy balcony which he nested high up in the branches. He made a 
round table for the center, with benches to sit on. The stairway was constructed 
around the trunk of the tree, leading up to the balcony. As he stood there, 
looking down, he thought to himself: "what a perfect place below to put in a lily 
pool." So he constructed an irregularly shaped pool and stocked it with gold 
fish and a variety of water lilies. Around the pool he made a walk of cobble-
stones and a small bench under the tree. Beautiful as it was, it turned out to be a 
source of worry for my grandmother, who always feared that the children 
might lose their balance and topple over the railing into the lily pond below. 
Grandpa Sundeen had a valuable library . There he had an excellent 
collection of books on the subject of art, music and history. He devoured books 
on history as well as learning about peoples and customs of other lands. 
Consequently travel became an important part of his life. Grandma did not 
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enjoy travelling as much, so she did not always accompany him. He made 
several trips to Europe and to his boyhood hometown in Sweden, as well as 
numerous trips in this country. He always kept a small notebook in his pocket 
in order to jot down important and sometimes humorous incidents that he 
wished to remember to tell his family when h_e returned back home. As he rode 
the trains he would make a pencil sketch of a man across the aisle, who was 
sound asleep with his mouth wide open, or a lady whose hat had gotten twisted 
as she, too, had dropped off to sleep. It was always fun to see grandpa's 
notebooks when he returned from a trip. 
My grandfather was not a church-going man, but he had the greatest regard 
and respect for grandmother, whose quiet and deep faith left an impression on 
anyone who knew her. Henry Sundeen had what is sometimes called an artist's 
temperament. He sometimes was quite impatient because of his desire for 
perfection in everything, and some days he could be quite irritable. My 
grandmother always remained calm, and was the stabilizing force in the home. 
Grandpa seemed to realize this, and loved her for it. He was always thoughtful 
of her, and remembered to bring her little gifts every now and then to show how 
much she meant to him. Underneath his exterior was a very warm and tender 
heart. Grandpa was also a very honest man. I heard him say on several 
occasions: "J have never owed any man anything in all my lifetime. I have never 
accumulated much wealth, but I have always had sufficient to pay my bills." 
My grandmother passed away very suddenly. One minute grandpa had 
spoken to her as he walked to the porch to take in the mail. When he came back 
into the house she lay on the floor with no sign oflife. After her death it seemed 
as if a light had gone out of him. Neighbors frequently saw him sitting on his 
garden bench with his head buried in his hands - grieving. Only a short time 
after she was gone, he became ill with cancer. He was forced to give up his 
home, and moved into my parental home. We had a very large summer 
sleeping room, surrounded on three sides by windows. Here my mother tried to 
make this room as comfortable as possible for him, putting in pieces of his own 
furniture. His whole library was moved in and all of his artist's equipment, as 
he continued to paint pictures as long as he was able. The very day he died he 
asked my mother to steady the easel so that he could put the finishing strokes 
on his last picture. It became finished and before the sun set, his life was also 
finished. God bless his memory." 
17 
Two Stille Family 
Members who Visited 
Sweden in the 1800s 
Erik Wiken* 
Peter Stebbins Craig has emphasized the importance of Charles Janeway 
Stille's visit to Sweden in 1888, the homeland of the Stille family. 1 Stille, himself, 
became interested in the Swedish 18th century churches of the Delaware Valley 
and his visit to the Nordstrom family at Penningby manor in Uppland stimulated 
the young Fritz Nordstrom (1873-1958) to do research on Olof Stille, who in 1641 
emigrated from the area around Penningby to New Sweden and there became the 
progenitor of the American Stille family. 2 
Some additional material concerning Charles Janeway Stine's contacts with 
Sweden may be of interest to the readers of SAG. 
First of all it should be pointed out that Stille had visited Sweden already in 
1860, since he must be identical to the Charles J.Stille, "gentleman from the United 
States," who on 27 July 1860 at the police headquarters in Stockholm had his 
passport validated for travel to Goteborg. He carried a passport issued in 
Washington, DC 4 May 1859, which had been stamped in Frankfurt am Main in 
Germany 19 July 1860.3 It seems correct to assume that during the years 1859-1860 
he had made one of his study tours of Europe. 
It was probably his wish to see the homeland of his family, which induced him 
to travel to Sweden. We don't know, however, to which extent he attempted to 
gather information concerning the New Sweden emigration during his first and 
very short visit to Sweden. That he did so during his second visit there in 1888 can 
be well documented. In Stockholm he met, among others, the chief librarian of the 
Royal Library, Harald Wieselgren (1835-1906), a renowned and important 
cultural figure in Stockholm at that time.4 He also met Nere Albert Elfving 
(1832-1891), American consul in Stockholm, and formerly an officer with the 
Union forces in the American Civil War.5 Through these persons he learned of the 
existence in the archives of the Uppsala Archdiocese (now deposited in the District 
Archives of Uppsala) of a large collection.of documents dealing with the Swedish 
churches in the Delaware Valley during the 18th century and saw to it that the most 
*Dr. Erik Wiken of Uppsala, Sweden, is a frequent contributor to SAG. 
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important segments of this collection were copied and translated into English.6 
This material he then deposited in the archives of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. He, himself, has written a report concerning this collection. 7 
Stille kept up his contacts with Wieselgren by correspondence. In the Royal 
Library in Stockholm there are four letters written by Stille to Wieselgren: 
1. Letter, dated 16 Jan. 1891, in which Stille introduces the pastor of the 
Gloria Dei Church in Philadelphia, the Rev. W. Simes, who with his wife 
were planning a visit to Stockholm. 
2. Letter, dated 23 Dec. 1891, in which Stille tells of his concern for Mrs. 
Elfving, after the demise of her husband. 
3. Letter, dated 26 Dec. 1892, in which Stille reminisces about the 
friendliness he found in Stockholm and mentions especially Simon 
Nordstrom. 8 He hopes that Wieselgren and other Swedes will visit the 
Columbian Exposition to be held in Chicago the following summer. He 
muses over how Mrs. Elfving is getting along with the copying of the 
documents. 
4. Letter, dated 4 Dec. 1894, in which Stille mentions that he now has 
received the translation of Sandel's, the New Sweden clergyman's diary.9 
He tells of using J osua Lindahl for the translation of Otto N orberg's work 
on the Swedish churches in Delaware. 10 He was sorry not to have met the 
Swedes who during the summer of 1893 had visited the United States. 
Stille was much interested in the Gloria Dei Church, founded by the Swedes in 
Philadelphia, and willed a third of his residuary estate to the parish. 11 
But Charles Janeway Stille was not the only member of the Stille family to 
have visited Sweden, in fact he was not even the first. A person by the name of 
Moreton Stille, an American capitalist, 22 years of age, appeared at the police 
headquarters in Goteborg 24 July 1846 to have his passport properly validated for 
travel to Stockholm, and arrived in the capital city 30 July. His passport had been 
issued in Washington, DC 4 Sept. 1844 and had been stamped by the officials in 
Copenhagen 13 July 1846. He departed from Stockholm 26 Aug. 1846, his 
destination being Germany. 12 He must be identical to Moreton Stille (1822-1855), 
a younger brother of Charles Janeway, and later a physician in the U.S. 13 His visit 
to Sweden was probably made in conjunction with a possible study tour of Europe. 
It is unknown if the eldest of the Stille brothers, another physician, named 
Alfred Stille (1813-1900), also visited Sweden during the two and one half years 
which he spent in Europe studying. 14 lt is, however, a known fact, that he donated a 
letter from the last Swedish clergyman in the U.S., Dr. Nils Collin, to the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania.15 
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1"The Stille Family in America 1641-1772"in Swedish American Genealogist, Vol. VI, No.4, Dec. 1986, pp. 141-176. 
'Fritz Nordstrt!rn, "En llinnabo, som 1648 (should be 1641) utvandrade till Nya Sverige" in Hundare och skeppslag, 
Vol. VIII, 1947-1948, pp. 106-116, translated as "Olof Stille in New Sweden" in Swedish American Genealogist, 
Vol. VI, No.3, Sept. 1986, pp.97-106. 
'Oversttithtillareiimbetetsjournal over utliindska resande(OJ(U) 27 juli 1860 (The Governor's of Stockholm Journal 
of Foreign Travellers for 27 July 1860) in the Stockholm Archives (Stockholms stadsarkiv). A reference to Stille in 
Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. XVIII, p.24, also refers to his visit to Sweden in 1888 as his second. 
4Svenska miin och kvinnor , I-VIII (Stockholm 1942-1955), Vol.VIII, pp. 354-355. It is probable that the 
acquaintanceship with Wieselgren began in Philadelphia during the Exposition there in 1876, when Wieselgren 
visited the city as a correspondent for the Stockholm newspaper, Dagens Nyheter. (His newspaper articles from 
Philadelphia were later published in Stockholm in 1876 with the title Ofver Atlanten.) He had probably, as many 
of the Swedish commissioners at the exposition, been a frequent guest in Stille's home, this according to Josua 
Lindahl, one of the commissioners, who referred to this in his necrology of Stille in Priirieblomman 1906. 
'Svenskt biografiskt lexikon, Vol.XIII, pp. 306-308. 
6The translation was done by the earlier mentioned Elfving's wife, Bernardine Elfving, nee Lindstedt. 
7"Archivum Americanum in the Consistory Court of the Archbishop of Upsal"in Pennsylvania Magazine of History 
and Biography, Vol. XV, (Philadelphia 1891), pp. 481-485. The Stille papers are to be found in the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania (see Guide to the Manuscript Collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
Second edition (Philadelphia 1949), No. 634). 
8Simon Nordstrt!m, Secretary in the Department of Ecclesiastical Affairs in Sweden, was the uncle of Fritz 
Nordstrt!m. 
9B(ernadine) E(lfving) (trans.), "Extracts from the Journal of Rev. Andreas Sandel, Pastor of 'Gloria Dei' Swedish 
Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, 1702-1719" in Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. XXX 
(Philadelphia 1906), pp. 287-299; 445-452. 
100110 Norberg, Svenska kyrkans mission vid Delaware i Nordamerika (Stockholm 1893). A letter in the Royal 
Library in Stockholm from Lindahl to Wieselgren, dated Chicago 27 Nov. 1893, deals with the translation of 
Norberg's book for Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Josua Lindahl (1844-1912) was a natural scientist, who 
after the exposition in Philadelphia remained in the U.S. - Svenska miin och kvinnor, IV, p. 606. 
"Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. XVIII, p. 24. 
12 Goteborgs och Bohus landskanslis passjournal (Passport Journal of Goteborgand Bohus County, validated 24 July 
1846) in Goteborg District Archives ( Goteborgs landsarkiv); 6A' U (Register of Foreign Travellers) dated 30 July 
1846, Stockholm City Archives (Stockholms stadsarkiv). 
"The National Union Catalog Pre- 1956 Imprints, Vol. 569, p.632. 
14 Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. XVIII, p.23; National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, Vol. IX, p. 
359. 
"Nicholas Collin, ''To the members of the Swedish Lutheran Churches ofWicacoa, Kingsessingand Upper Merion, 
dat. Philadelphia Oct. I, 1797" in Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. XII (Philadelphia 
1888), pp. 253-255. 
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A Glimpse of the Genealogy 
of an Immigrant Book 
Karl A. Olsson* 
On a recent visit to Haddam Neck, CT, I had the pleasure of encountering a 
former student from North Park College in Chicago. She was Janet Christianson 
(now Mrs. Lowell Johnson) of Staten Island, NY. Janet's mother, among her 
family mementos, has a postil1 by the Reverend J.O. Hoof with a fly-leaf 
inscription in Swedish which deserves translation, and this for two reasons: the 
book is inscribed by Janet's great grandmother and thus provides some 
biographical insight into that side of the family; furthermore, the fly-leaf gives us a 
glimpse of the growing value of books among the Swedish laity at this time. We 
need only recall that literacy became mandatory in Sweden by an act of 1842 and 
that consequently public education (reading, writing and arithmetic) became a 
much more available commodity. 
The translation of the fly-leaf inscription is as follows. I have taken the liberty 
of making some minor changes in spelling for the sake of clarity. 
"This postil by the Reverend J .O. Hoof2 was purchased by me. The 
binding was stitched and the book bound in leather at my expense and is thus 
rightfully my property. However, after I loaned it to my brother, Sven 
Pehrsson in Oxnevalla Parish,3 it was sold without my knowledge at an auction 
arranged by the Public Welfare Board of the parish. It was subsequently 
purchased by Anders Hindrichsson of Jonskulla.4 However, it has now been 
redeemed, at my request, by Christian Carlsson in Rangelbo5 for the sum of 
one Riksdaler Riksmynt, and after my death shall accordingly belong to him or 
his heirs. This has been certified by my signature in the presence of summoned 
witnesses in Gammelsjo6 schoolhouse 21 October 1860. 
Inger Pehrsdotter 
Witnesses: C.J. Hansson Olof F.Hakansson in Flyhult7 
*Dr.Karl A. Olsson, eminent church historian, resides at 6163 Campfire, Columbia, MD 21044. 
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Notes 
1 Post ii, now a more or less archaic term, was a series of comments on a text of Scripture. The word comes from the 
Latin post ii/a which originally meant a gloss on the Gospel. The postils, organized according to the text cycles in 
the church year (the so-called lectionary or pericope) were standard sermon material in the National church but 
also in the disestablished churches of Sweden. 
Under special circumstances, when inclement weather or long distances kept worshippers away from the 
parish church, the postils were read at so-called byaboner (village prayers) for those who assembled in 
individual homes or in larger groups of neighbors. 
The Hoof postil was immensely popular but was no means the only commentary in common use . The 
postils of Anders Nohrborg, Peter Fjellstedt and Johann Arndt held a prominent place among the devotional 
books in the pastor's library but also increasingly on the bookshelf of pious laity. 
2Jacob Otto Hoof, popular evangelical Lutheran clergyman, was born in Satila Parish (Alvs .) 22 Oct. 1768, and 
died in Holsljunga Parish in the same county IO Jan . 1839. He was the son of Abraham Hoof, a non-
commissioned army officer, and Anna Hakansdotter. After theological studies at the University of Lund and at 
the University of Greifswald in Germany, Hoof was given the position as vicar in Svenljunga Parish (Alvs .). 
Hoof seems to have been strongly influenced by both the older pietism which stressed observance of the 
devout life and by the emphasis upon grace of contemporary Moravians, and, after a spiritual crisis of some 
depth, he devoted himself to a ministry of revival and reformation. There are several anecdotes about Hoof's 
conversion which suggest the spiritual climate in which he matured. One of these stories is that on one dark 
December night at his home in Floghult in Holsljunga he saw Christ through the window, hanging on the cross 
between the two thieves. 
A long life of proclamation and exhortation followed. Hoof's preaching became predominantly pietistic 
and evangelical and his fiery sermons were collected and published as early as 1823-1828. He became popular 
not only in Sweden but in neighboring Norway and attracted numerous followers who were known as 
"Hoofians. "They developed a distinctive life style and manner of dress characterized by the utmost simplicity 
and somberness of color. There may be more than an accidental connection between the austerity of the 
Hoofians and the phenomenon of the "Criers," who surfaced in Sweden in the 1840s. - Svenska miin och 
kvinnor, I-VIII (Stockholm 1942-1955), III, p.530; Svenskt biograjiskt /exikon (Stockholm 1972), fascicle 93 , 
pp . 331-335; C.W. Skarstedt, Goteborgs stijis herdaminne (Lund 1885), p. 784; E.J. Ekman, Den inre 
missionens historia 1-1 I I (Stockholm 1896-1902), I, pp. 263-268; Karl A. Olsson, By One Spirit (Chicago 1962), 
pp. 60-64; 650. 
' This is Oxnevalla Parish in Alvsborg County. While I have found no farm or village named Asa in Oxnevalla, 
there is an Asa village in neighboring Olmevalla Parish in Halland county. -C. M. Rosenberg, Geograjiskt-
statistiskt handlexikon ofver Sverige, 1-11 (Stockholm 1882-1883), IV, pp. I 129, 1225. 
•Jonskulla is a farm in Oxnevalla Parish. In the fly-leaf inscription it is spelled "Josskulla." - Ibid. , III, p. 865. 
'Rangelbo is a village in Gammelsjo Parish (Alvs.), just south of Oxnevalla. - Ibid. 
•Gammelsjo schoolhouse, in which the agreement was signed, was probably adjacent to the parish church and 
hence under the supervision of both the parish clergyman and the cantor. After the legislation of 1842 the 
parish church became more and more a center of educational activity in the parish. 
7Flyhult is a village in Gunnarsjo Parish. - Rosenberg, op. cit .. I, p. 433 . 
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Queries from subscribers to Swedish American Genealogist will be listed here 
free of charge on a "space-available basis." The editor reserves the right to edit the 
question to conform to the general format. 
Wikstrom, Erickson 
I am searching for descendants of Charles Erickson, b. in Lulea Parish (Norr.) 
24 June 1866 under the name of Carl Albert Wikstrom. Four Wikstrom brothers 
emigr. to the U.S. at different times and all took the name of Erickson. Charles m. 
Mathilde Swanson and lived for a time in Ouray, CO. They had a dau., Agnes M. 
and as. Arthur. The latter m. Dorothy Slick and had four children- Charles, 
Arnold, Allen and Janet. 
Charles Erickson's brothers, all b. in Lulea were- Johan Axel, b. 1864, d. in 
CO(?); Bror August, b. 1869, d. in Bisbee, AZ 1889 and Albert, b. 1872, whom. 
Christina Larson and had nine children. He d. in Bisbee 1936. Albert and Christina 
were my grandparents. 
Janet H. Crabaugh 
73 Calle Conejo 
Alpine, CA 9200 I 
Henriksson 
546 
Adolf Herman Henriksson was b. in Saterbo Parish (Vast.) 7 Dec. 1853 and 
emigr. 29 June 1882 or 1883. Carl Wilhelm Henriksson, b. in Saterbo 30Jan. 1847, 
emigr. 30 Oct. 1874. Hulda Marie Henriksson, b. in Saterbo 8 March 1849, also 
emigr. but I have no date. Carl became a Methodist minister. 
I would like to know where they settled in the U.S. 
Inez M. Dubuque 
7 Beede A venue 
Lynn, MA 01902 547 
Svensdotter, Kant 
I am searching for information about Augusta Constantia Svensdotter / Kant 
or her descendants. She was b. in Rumskulla Parish (Kalm.) 9 July 1854 and emigr. 
to Jamestown, NY 1880, at which time she was single. 
A search of the parish records for two Lutheran churches in Jamestown as 
well as Jamestown city directories have not produced a clue. Can anyone help? 
Mrs. John Matson 
Box 26 
Comfrey, MN 56019 548 
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Holmberg, Roth, Bjork 
I am looking for information regarding the ancestors and descendants of 
Gudmund Jonsson Holmberg and Juliana Katrina Roth. Gudmund Jonsson 
Holmberg was b. in Ryhus, Valinge Parish (Malm.) 9 Dec. 1805, the s. of Jons 
Gudmundsson and Kerstin Palsdotter. He d. in Farhult Parish (Malm.) 10 Jan. 
1882. Hem. in Allerum Parish (Malm.) 6 Dec. 1831 Juliana Katrina Roth, b. in 
Allerum 3 March 1804, the dau. of Corporal Carl Roth and Johanna Britta Gren. 
Shed. in Farhult 22 Dec. 1870. The couple had the following children: 
Carl Bjork, b. in Brunnby Parish (Malm.) 16 Nov. 1832; m. Johanna 
Jonesson. 
Maria Holmberg, b. in Brunnby 7 Dec. 1834. 
Christina Holmberg, b. in Brunnby 13 Nov. 1836; m. Jacob Lundgren. 
Petter Holmberg, b. in Bjorkerod, Farhult 9 June 1839. 
Johannes Holmberg, b. in Bjorkerod 26 Jan. 1842; d. 24 March 1845. 
Gustav Holmberg, b. in Bjorkerod 8 July 1844. 
Axel Holmberg, b. in Bjorkerod 20 Jan. 1848; m. Charlotta Christina 
Walter. 
Cindy Waksmonski 
I 09 Colfax Road 
Newark,DE 19713 549 
Weidenheim /Weidenhayn 
My mother, Grace Anna Roos (Johnson) of Chicago, was the only child of 
my grandfather, Bo (Robert) Christian Roos af Hjelmsater and Anna May 
Weidenheim Webeck (Wibeck). I am trying to obtain information regarding Anna 
May's father and mother. 
Anna May was b. in Chicago, IL 17 May 1876, and was confirmed in the St. 
Ansgarius Swedish Episcopal Church of Chicago 13 March 1892. Her mother was 
b. in Sweden 14 Dec. 1852 and m. a man by the name of Weidenheim / 
Weidenhayn. The wedding was probably in Chicago. Anna May's mother's name 
was Anna, but we have almost no information about her, and her husband 
Weidenheim disappeared completely. Some time later Anna remarried a man by 
the name of Webeck / Wibeck and bore him two sons, Otto and Elmer. 
Anna May Weidenheim Webeck and Bo (Christian) Roos were m. in 
Milwaukee, WI 18 Aug. 1895. They res. in Chicago at Halsted and Diversey 
Streets. Grace Anna was b. 2 Dec. 1896; Anna May d. in Chicago 9 March 1905 
and her mother, Anna We beck, d. 6 March 1916. Both of them are bur. in Rosehill 
Cemetery in Chicago. If anyone has information about my great grandparents, 
Weidenheim / Weidenhayn and Anna Webeck / Wibeck, I would be very pleased. 
Donald Roos Johnson 
1362 N. Decatur Road, N.E. 




I am looking for information about Peter/ Pehr Andersson and his wife 
Lovisa Jonsdotter. Peter Andersson was b. in Rondarp (?) ca. 1783 or 1785 and 
Lovisa Jonsdotter in Gingri Parish (Alvs.) 1785. When where they married and 
where did they die? They had the following children, all b. in Gingri-Anna 
Lovisa, b. 1817; Anna Cajsa, b. 1814; Inga Maria, b. 1820 and Eva Charlotta, b. 
1829. 
Mrs. Joyce M. Scott 
8 Applewood Lane 
London, Ontario, Canada N6J 3P8 551 
Persson, Johansdotter 
Peter/ Pehr Persson, b. in Odensjo, Skatelov Parish (Kron.) 4 Nov. 1788, m. 
in Ronneby (Blek.) 20 April 1817 Dorothea Johansdotter. He d. after 1862, but 
where and when? 
Mrs. Joyce M. Scott 
9 Applewood Lane 
London, Ontario, Canada N6J 3P8 552 
Asman, Turesson 
Ellen Maria Asman, b. in Dejefors, Nedre Ullerud Parish (Varm.) in 1890, the 
dau. of Johan Asman and .Karolina Johannesdotter, emigr. to the U.S. in 1904, 
only 14 years old. Her mother had d. in 1900. Ellen Maria never returned to 
Sweden and was never heard from again. 
Emanuel Turesson, b. in Nordmark Parish (Varm.) 1864, left Sweden in 1883 
aboard the vessel Romeo. He settled in Minnesota. 
Any help in locating the descendants of these two persons would be greatly 
appreciated. 
Lilian Morath 
434 Shadybrook Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63141 553 
Jonsdotter, lsberg 
I am searching for information concerning my grandmother's port of 
departure from Sweden. The name of the ship would also be helpful. Sissa 
Jonsdotter Isberg was b. in Mjallby Parish (Blek.) 3 Dec. 1848 and emigr. to the 
U.S in 1882. 
Mrs. Jeanette Stieve 
12421 76th Street 
South Haven, MI 49090 554 
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Andersson 
I am looking for information on Andreas Andersson, b. In Kinneved Parish 
(Skar.), who emigr. to the U.S. in 1868 with his children and a relative to help with 
the children, since his wife had d. before departure. The children, all b. in 
Kinneved, were-Anders Gustaf, b. 24 Dec. 1851; Josephine Marie, b. 27 Feb. 
1859; Claus Herman, b. 12 Jan. 1864. There were three other children named 
Minnie, Alfred and Frank. 
Cynthia Jorgensen 
1032 Irving Street, No. 221 
San Francisco, CA 94122 555 
Runsten 
I am trying to locate the birthplace of Johanna C. Anderson Runsten. I have 
an obituary which states that she was b. in Aimsborg 3 April 1865. I cannot locate a 
place name in Sweden with the name of Aimsborg and assume that the name is 
misspelled . Can anyone help me to find "Aimsborg"? 
Jan Helge 
1208 East 167th Street 
South Holland, IL 60473 556 
Lindgren 
Gustavus Lindgren emigr. to the U.S. 1875 to live in Kane Co., IL but by 1880 
he was in Fairbury, NE. He had served in the Swedish Army. Did he change his 
name after arriving in the U.S. or while he was in the army? He m. Caroline/ 
Catharine Hakansdotter 1860 in Sweden, but where? Their children were- Ida 
Hanna, b. 1861 ; Charles Ferdinand, b. 1863; Matilda, b. 1871; Alfred Gustavus, b. 
1872 and Anna May, Mable Ann, Lewis Richard and Andrew Arthur. Will 
appreciate any information about this family and will exchange data. 
Jane C.Lindgren 
237 Texas Drive 
Lindale, TX 75771 557 
Anderson, Engelson 
Hans Andersson, b. in Horby Parish (Malm.) 25 Aug. 1839, was the s. of 
Anders Akesson Andersson (b. 1804) and Hanna Andersdotter (b. 1805). In 1867 
hem. Elna Engelson, and emigr. to the U.S. 1869. He lived in MN, then went to 
Drayton, ND in 1881. He d. in 1924 and his wife 1911 / 1912, and both are bur. in 
Robin, MN. Three of Hans' brothers also came to the U.S. - Ake, Anders and Nils . 
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I am especially interested in information on the Engel / Engelson connection. Will 
check surnames in 30 pages of related families, which include Johnson/Johansson, 
Oakland, Herseth, Hurtig, Tennison, etc., but please enclose SASE. 
Eunice Barrow 
Route 20, Box 515FA 
San Antonio,TX 78218 558 
Johansson, Miller 
I am seeking information on my great uncles or any relatives of Andrew, Olof, 
Joseph, John and Gustave Johansson, who settled in the Duluth, MN area in the 
1870s and 1880s. They came from Laxarby Parish (Alvs.) and changed their names 
from Johansson to Miller. The youngest brother, Lars, my grandfather, was b. in 
Skallerud Parish (Alvs.) and settled in the Boston, MA area. One other brother, 
Alexander, stayed in Sweden to manage the family farm. 
Gordon L. Miller 
9200 Edwards Way, Apt. 708 
Adelphi, MD 20783 559 
Andersson, Jonsson, Persson 
I am seeking information regarding Annette Andersson, b. in Slahult, Osby 
Parish (Krist.) in 1877 and emigr. to America in 1896. Her maiden name was 
Jonsson. She had six children -Arthur, Lillian, Agnes, Florence, Eleanor and 
Walter. Most of these children m. and some had children. 
Annette Andersson had a brother, Carl Edward Jonsson, also b. in Slahult 25 
Dec. 1873 and who emigr. 1908. A paternal uncle of Annette and Carl Edward was 
Olaf Persson, b. in S!ahult 28 Nov. 1860, who emigr. 13 April 1887. We have two 
letters from the latter with addresses in Chicago and Hammond, IN. Since we have 
lost contact with all of these relatives we are most anxious to find out what has 
happened to them. 
Elsa Larsson 
Box 56 
280 72 Killeberg, SWEDEN 560 
Swanson 
The obituary of Charles Albert Swanson, b. ca. 1854, states that he was b. in 
Rigsby, Sweden and that he emigr. to the U.S. in 1867. Now I learn that there is no 
such place name in Sweden and that since his two eldest-sons were b. in Sweden 
1877 and 1879 respectively, he could not have arr. as early as 1867. 
Mrs. Eugene Swanson 
202 Tanner Street 
Bloomington,IL 6170 I 561 
Editor's note: Rigsby must refer to Hogsby Parish (Kalm.). 
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736. IO April August Hanson and Maria Christina Rectory John Thursie and wife = .. ., 
Gothe, both from Dalsland 0 i 
737. 20 April Andrew Christianson and Anna Julina ,, John Berndtson; John B. 
Anderson, both from Halland Christianson 
738. 22 April Augustus Ross from Stockholm and Tina Chas. Johnson 
Theodora Anderson from Malmohus liin 
739. I May Alexander Carlson of Chicago and Emilie - - - Henry Carlson and wife; 
Mathilda Davidson of Lake Station, IN Sam. Carlson and wife 
740. I May Aron Elmblad from Jonkoping liin and 145 Sedgwick J . Elmblad and wife; 
Nelly Nilson from Helsingborg Street S. Lindman and wife 
741. 4 May Carl Wilh. Hallstrom from Kristianstad 97 Sedgwick Mrs. Chr. Heggstrand; 
and Lena Heggstrand from Jonkoping Street Mrs. J. Peterson 
742. 8 May Axel Fabian Holmstrom from Linkoping 
and Ida Bonnevier from Jonkoping liin 
743. 8 May Clas Flodin from Jonkoping and Emma 161 Desplaines Mr. Larson and wife; Mr. Larson, Jr. 
Octavia Larson from Skaraborg liin Street and wife; Mr. Bergsten and wife 
744. 8 May Charles Wilson from Si:ilvesborg and 40 West Indiana John Nilson and wife; 
Pauline Swenson from Kristiania (Oslo) Street L.F. Wahlstedt 
745. 22 May August Anderson and Johanna Sophia 288 Division John Anderson and wife; 
Nilson, both from Kronoberg liin Street Alfred Anderson 
746. 26 May Peter Olofson and Anna Salomonson, Rectory Mrs. Sylvan 
both from Kronoberg liin 
747. 5 June Nils Svenson from Kristianstad and Eva C.E. Bredberg 
Svenson from Kronoberg liin 
748. 5 June Ludvig Anton Zulinski from Poland and - - - P. Johnson; Clara Alm; 
Anna Stina Nilson from Varmland Lovisa Burnell (?) 
749. 6 June John Larson from Skaraborg liin and - - - G. Lundquist and wife; 
Johanna Gustafson from Cstergotland Johan and Hedda Gustafson 
750. 18 June Theodor Thunman from Hudiksvall and 264 North Mother of the Bride; 
Fredrika Sophia Hellborg of Chicago Market Street Parents of the Bridegroom; r: > the Misses Nilson :, "' ...
751. 20 June Christian Peter Thompson and Mrs. Anna 
,. 
Rectory - - - :I. C: 
Lovisa Johnson, widow, both from "' 
Denmark ::r ;;· ,. 
752. 21 June Kenneth Frank Griffith of Chicago and C.G. and C.E. Bredberg 
... 
-8, 
Caroline Bergquist from Varmland == ,. 
753. 22 June Herman Wallsten from Uppsala and Julia Rectory Joh. Larson; Augusta Anderson 3. ,. 
Sandberg from Goteborg 'a 
N 
fl) 
w Date Names Place of Marriage Witnesses "' C, Cl. 
1875 ;;;· =-> 754. 26 June Johan Banktson frm Jonki:iping liin and Corner of Mr. Clark; :! "' Ida Hi:iglander from Kalmar liin Dearborn Street Mrs. An. Chari. Freeman .. ;;· .. 
and Burton Place = 
"' 755. 30 June Johan Johnson from Virestad Parish 864 South L.M. Wahlstedt; Mr. Hallberg; = "' ..
(Kron.) and Agneta Heljeson from Broby Clark Street Mr. Svenson and wife Q 11,9. 
Parish (Krist.) 
756. I July Charles Johnson and Clara Sophia Rectory Victor Johnson and wife 
Blomquist, both of Evanston, IL 
757. 3 July George Heap and Anna Andrews, both of - - - J . Arvidson and wife 
Wisconsin 
758. 3 July Charles Westling from Varmland and 80 Chicago Mother and sister of the Bride; 
Caroline Johnson from Vanersborg Avenue Mr. Borjeson 
759. 8 July Algot Ulrik Hjertstedt from Ji:inki:iping Church Congregation 
and Charlotte Anderson from 
Ostergi:itland 
760. 9 July Nils Magn. Olson and Hanna Frenneson, 97 Sedgwick 
both from Kristianstad liin Street 
761. 12 July Peter Johanson from Landskrona and 606 Wentworth Mr. Wilson and wife; 
Helena Hed from Jonkoping Avenue Mr. Hed and wife 
762. 12 July Peter Johnson from Kalmar liin and Mary Rectory Carl Wadsten; Lina Johnson 
Larson from Oland 
763. 22 July Martin Benson from Stockholm and Ellen 
Johanson from Goteborg 
764. 24 July Anders Pet. Anderson from Kristianstad 285 Jefferson Charles Johnson and wife 
and Hanna Svenson from Malmohus liin Street 
765. 31 July Carl Oskar Westergren from Kalmar liin Recotry Joh. Berglund and wife 
and Elin Frankenberg from Stockholm 
766. 7 Aug. Anders Peter Johanson and Augusta 93 Townsend 
Anderson, both from Jonkoping liin Street 
767. 7 Aug. Alfred Almquist from Jonkoping liin and 285 West Hjalmar Carlson; N. Williams; 
Hilma Carlson from Kalmar liin Chicago Ave. C.E. Bredberg 
768. 14 Aug. Peter Benson from Helsingborg and Rectory · C. Sundstrom; O(l)ivia and 
Mathilda Gronblad from Uddevalla Catharina Peterson 
769. 17 Aug. Gustaf Jonson and Eva Charlotta Jonson, Mrs. Bredberg 
both from Jonkoping liin 
770. 21 Aug. Anton Mirck from Kristiania (Oslo) and 154 Sedgwick Henry Mona (?) and wife; 
Rachel Trier of Ohio Street N. Anderson > :, 
771. 21 Aug. Mathew Turner and Margaret Upton, Rectory Mr. King; Mrs. Peterson .. 
both of Hyde Park, IL :I. Ii 
772. 24 Aug. Gustaf Janson and Sophia Janson, both - - - - - - e: 
from Jonkoping liin ... .. 
IIO 
773. 28 Aug. Olaus Johanson from Goteborg and 44 Chicago 0 . W. Hasselquist and wife; ,2, ::: 
Sophie Peterson from Ostergotland liin Avenue And. Hanson; Mrs. Bengtson; 1-c... Mr. Lindegren (?) IIO - (To be Continued) 
Literature 
Vllra f<irsta amerikafarare: Historien om finlandssvenskarna i Nya Sverige. By Karl-Gustav Olin. 
Jakobstad: Ab Olimex Ltd., Storgatan I 7 / 27, 68600 Jakobstad, Finland, I 988. I 44 pp. Maps, 
illustrations, index. Paperback: $27.00 surface, $30.00 airmail; hardcover: $39.00 surface, 
$43.00 airmail. 
This altogether new and different work about New Sweden appeared during the last weeks of 
1988. Having carefully reviewed the manuscript before type was set, I was glad of the opportunity 
both to offer constructive criticism at a number of points, and to sign my name to a wholly 
favorable notice. The publisher made use of this notice both on the back cover of the book and in 
promotional flyers . Thus, while the author is equally responsible for the book's merits and its 
demerits, I am sensitive only about the latter. 
Ifwe could weigh this study on some sort of balance, with its good features on the left and bad 
ones on the right, there wouldn't be much on the latter side. What I see as flaws in the work are just 
a few old chestnuts. These have been inherited from S. Ilmonen, E.A. Louhi, R. Goethe, A. and 
Y. Rauanheimo, and perhaps a few others whose Finnish nationalism outweighed their facts . I 
must say that Olin has gotten rid of more errors from these sources than he has kept; but a few 
tales have crept into his volume that may be traced to this literature (and, to the best of my 
knowledge, no farther back in time). Most of those that are retained have to do with tentative 
identification of such men as Captain Hans Amundsson Besk as a Finland Swede. We have only 
undocumented assertions as evidence for it; on the other hand, we have so far no evidence 
whatever against it. 
Olin adds to the excesses of the earlier Finnish nationalists an icing of his own ethnic and 
regional pride: he belongs to the small Swedish-speaking minority in the population of modern 
Finland. One could perceive this book as a nostalgia trip, by and for the dispossessed. There used 
to be a tour of stately homes in Natchez, Mississippi, whereon the guide would inform you that 
these homes were built at a time when a majority of the millionaires in America lived in this town, 
in these homes. It was a little hard to believe the wistful guide in Natchez. In the same way, it is a 
little hard to picture a Finland dominated by Swedes, and an integral part of that kingdom. 
Still, facts are facts, and Olin has assembled more new ones than almost anyone working over 
the much-tilled soil of New Sweden in the 1980s. If that be the case-and I assure you that it 
is-how critical should one be about his objectivity, or lack thereof? In the absence of any passion 
for the subject, he would not have spent all those hours (and all those Finnish marks) reading 
microfilm, visiting sites, corresponding with other scholars, and chasing to earth a great number 
of very elusive foxes, the Finland Swedes who came to America in the seventeenth century. 
There really were quite a few of them. Some, like Governor Peter Ridder (from Ekeniis) and 
Captain Sven Skute (from Kronoby), were already known to American readers. They are much 
better known, now that Olin has put some flesh on their formerly bare bones. He did it by finding 
them in tax lists, court cases, military rosters, church burial registries, and the usual sources of 
interest to genealogists. 
These sources were available in Finland; if nobody else in 350 years has bothered to look at 
them perhaps we could use more, rather than less, special pleading of this quality. From similar 
sources Olin has added materially to our already well fleshed portrait of Governor Johan Printz; 
the leading specialist on that ample figure today is Joseph Ryden, who has given this book a 
favorable review both in print and in correspondence. And there are some three dozen lesser 
figures, more or less credibly identified as Finland Swedes, but in every case more fully discussed 
here than they have been elsewhere. 
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This is first of all a book about people. Some of them stayed here in America, becoming our 
ancestors. Some died trying, as did the hapless passengers and crew of Kattan in 1649. And some 
returned to pursue distinguished careers back in Sweden - which then encompassed Finland, 
several of the present Soviet republics, and other promising career fields to the south. 
As a newspaperman who regularly writes what we call "human interest" features, Olin knows 
how to tell a story. He has told this one extremely well for his primary audience, today's Finland 
Swedes. If those whose interests lie elsewhere overlook this book because of its minor errors, or its 
market-driven provincial character, they will deprive themselves of much that is new, that is 
fascinating, and-most importantly-that is the truth. 
- Richard H. Hulan 
Arlington, VA 
The Rise and Fall of New Sweden: Governor Johan Risingh's Journal 1654-1655 In Its 
Historical Context.By Stellan Dahlgren and Hans Norman. Published by University of 
Uppsala Library 1988. Distributed by Almqvist & Wiksell International (P.O. Box 638, IOI 28 
Stockholm, Sweden). Cloth, 303 pp., including 41 illustrations. 300 kronor ($49.00). Can also 
be ordered from SAG Publications, P.O. Box 2186, Winter Park, FL 32790. 
One of the most significant (and lasting) features of 1988 as the "Year of New Sweden" has 
been the publication by Swedish and American scholars of quality books commemorating the 
colony on the Delaware founded 350 years ago . Among these is the long-awaited translation of 
the I 654-55 journal of Johan Rising, the last governor of New Sweden. Rising (rhymes with 
"leasing") or Risingh (as the authors prefer to spell it) had been sent to America to be second in 
command under Governor Johan Printz. On his arrival, however, he found that New Sweden 
had been reduced to 70 souls and that Printz had abandoned it eight months earlier. With 
about 250 new colonists (another JOO had died at sea), Rising brought the colony to its peak, in 
both number of colonists and geographic area, only to suffer humiliating defeat in September 
I 655 when he was forced to surrender to Peter Stuyvesant's numerically superior expeditionary 
force from Manhattan. 
Rising's own account of the rise and fall of New Sweden in 1654-55 was discovered by the 
American scholar, Amandus Johnson, in 1906 and liberally cited by him in his classic, Swedish 
Settlements on the Delaware (191 I). Subsequently, Johnson translated the writings of Johan 
Printz ( The Instructions of Johan Printz, I 930) and of Rising's engineer assistant, Peter 
Lindestrom (Geographia Americae, 1925). But Johnson's promise to complete this trilogy by 
translating Rising's own journal was never fulfilled. 
This void has now been filled by professors Stellan Dahlgren and Hans Norman, 
historians at Uppsala University, with a significant assist by Marie Clark Nelson of Uppsala, 
who translated the journal into English. The text is attractively presented . Dahlgren and 
Norman's transcription of the journal into modern Swedish spelling appears on the even-
numbered pages; Nelson's English translation is shown on the facing odd-numbered pages. 181 
footnotes (in English) explain obscure words or references and help identify place names and 
personal names . They also highlight differences in Rising's final text compared with the first 
draft of his journal sent back to Sweden in July 1654. 
The journal makes fascinating reading. Through its pages parade a number of Swedish 
colonists whose progeny became families of prominence in colonial America : Hans Mansson 
(Steelman), Olof Stille (Stilley), Peter Gunnarsson Rambo (Rambo), pastor Lars Carlsson 
(Friend), Nils Matsson (Nelson), Constantin Gronberg (Constantine), Ivar Hendricksson the 
Finn (Evertson). The list of familiar names would have been longer had the authors taken to 
heart their own admonition that the basic text was not in Rising's own hand but was the 
product of a copyist who sometimes misinterpreted the original text. Thus, the Finn Mans 
Palsson (progenitor of the Mounson family) is recorded in the journal as Mans Mansson; 
Rising's skipper Abbe Claesen from Dokkum (Netherlands) is identified as Abbe Larsson; and 
the tobacco inspector Johan Scoggin is identified as Johan Skragge. 
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But these oversights are relatively few. In general, the authors have done a superb job in 
tackling, understanding and explaining the names of places and persons that were familiar to 
the 17th century Swedish and Finnish settlers on the Dela ware. In this they were assisted· by 
several American scholars, notably Dr. C.A. Weslager and Dr. Richard H. Hulan. As a result 
this book is destined to serve as a classic reference book for serious students of New Sweden 
and its environs in the mid-17th century. 
The reader is also treated with an excellent selection of 41 illustrations (nine in color 
plates), including eleven maps (both contemporary and modern), portraits of many of the 
principals mentioned in the book, and contemporary drawings of such places as Stockholm, 
Gothenburg and New Amsterdam. 
Supplementing Rising's journal itself, the authors also submit two extensive introductory 
essays. Stellan Dahlgren's 43-page section, entitled "New Sweden: The State, The Company 
and Johan Risingh," includes brilliant chapters on Johan Claesson Rising's career (pp. 26-34) 
and an in depth analysis of the evolution of the journal (pp. 34-43). The latter includes several 
surprises, including information from Peter Lindestrom 's unpublished autobiography and the 
revelation that Lindestrom's Geographia Americae was based, in large part, upon the first 
draft of Rising's journal. 
Hans Norman's 82-page section, entitled "The Swedish Colonial Venture in North 
America 1638-1655," presents a balanced overview of the history of New Sweden from its 
inception to its aftermath under Dutch and English rule . He ably synthesizes previous 
scholarship by Amandus Johnson , C.A. Weslager and others to produce a clear summary of 
the significant events dealing with the colony. Some of his discussion will come as a surprise to 
American readers. Thus, relying on Alf Aberg's recent findings, Norman points out that the 
ship Kalmar Nyckel made four (not three) trips to the Delaware. In addition, Norman's 
discussion of Rising's 1655 purchase from the Minquas Indians of the lands between 
Chakakitque (Elkton, Maryland) and Amisackan (near Cobbs Creek in West Philadelphia) is 
the best treatment of this event that this writer has encountered. 
This publication of Rising's Journal in English translation was made possible by the grant 
of financial assistance from the Swedish Council of America. That grant has yielded excellent 
dividends. This book will become a standard reference in American libraries and should be a 
valued addition to the library of anyone having an interest in the colonists of New Sweden. 
Peter S. Craig 
Washington, D.C. 
Sweden: The Nation's History. By Franklin D. Scott. Southern Illinois University Press 1988. 
With an epilogue by Steven Koblik covering the last ten years of Sweden's history. 688 pp. Maps, 
illustrations and index. Paperback: $24.95; cloth $45.00. Order from SAG Publications, P.O. 
Box 2186, Winter Park, FL 32790. 
When Franklin D. Scott's history was first published in 1977 the Scandinavian Review stated 
that "the student, the scholar, and the average Swedish-American in search of roots can find in 
excellent prose the one-volume account of a modern nation." 
Now the Southern Illinois University Press of Carbondale, IL has published an extended and 
revised edition of this superb book and has expanded the original work by including an epilogue 
which seeks to analyze the last decade of modern Sweden. 
Scott's broad examination of Sweden covers political, social, economic, military and religious 
history. Producing both a narrative and an interpretive view of Sweden, Scott shows how and 
why that country progressed from backwardness to military greatness. He delineates two 
centuries of cultural development, a relapse into poverty followed by a sudden outburst of 
productive energy, and the creation of an exceptionally prosperous welfare state. 
Scott covers everything from the role of the nobility in the intellectual, economic and cultural 
development of Sweden to the way the common people raised crops, mined ore, and harvested 
the forests to keep the ~conomy afloat. 
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Dr. Scott is emeritus professor of history at Northwestern .University in Evanston, IL He is 
now curator of the Nordic Collections, Honnold Library of the Claremont Colleges. Dr. Koblik 
is professor of history at Pomona College, Claremont, CA. 
New Sweden in the New World, 1638-1655. Edited by Rune Ruhnbro. Translated by Richard E. 
Fisher. Hoganlis: Farlags AB Wiken, 1988. 169 pp. Maps, illus., index. $49.95 postpaid from 
Alfred J. Nicolosi, 7 Delaware Ave., Penns Grove, NJ 08069. Also published in Swedish 
(illustrations and pagination the same), Det Nya Sverige i Landet Amerika: Ett stormaktsiiventyr 
1638-1655. ' 
The New Sweden 350th jubilee has produced more than a dozen books, several of them 
substantially new in content and most of them rather expensive. This is among the most 
expensive, its only rivals in the $50.00 range being The Rise and Fall of New Sweden (a scholarly 
edition of Governor Rising's journal) and The Rambo Family Tree. previously reviewed here by 
Peter S. Craig. More than any of the others, Ruhnbro's is what we term a "coffee-table book," 
beautifully produced and lavishly illustrated. But unlike most coffee-table books, it was also 
carefully planned as a contribution to scholarship. In most respects these plans were realized. 
The book is organized as a series of essays by specialists, on topics assigned by the editor toward 
the end of 1986. These essays were completed by May, 1987. Owing to the usual pitfalls of 
publication (highlighted in this case by labor troubles in Italy, where the book was printed), the 
volume did not reach the American market until just after the major celebratory gatherings of 
March and April, 1988. Like several other good books, to which I shall refer in my closing 
paragraphs, this one has suffered from an extreme volatility in this market. 
In his foreword-which takes the form of a slightly surrealistic letter to Axel Oxenstierna-
Rune Ruhnbro claims that this book "can be seen as a summing up, employing various 
approaches, of what we already know about this remarkable Swedish enterprise, a historical 
essay free from the coloration of national romanticism that has tinted the previous anniversaries." 
The emphasis in the last phrase is interesting, particularly since the several authors were not 
informed of it in advance. Or at any rate I was not- and I believe mine is the only essay in the 
volume that actually calls this phenomenon by name. (After the usual Anglo-American fashion, I 
call it Romantic Nationalism, on p. 155.) 
I feel sure that I am not alone among the represented authors in feeling relatively comfortable 
when accused of romanticism, and relatively uncomfortable with nationalism. If I were a 
nationalist I wouldn't in any event be a Swedish one, as I assume most of the others would be. But 
almost all of these writers are honest and objective men; even if a few of us do occasionally wallow 
in poetry and music, we seem capable of keeping our respective nationalisms in check. One of the 
charms of this book is the fact that, unlike most of the "New Sweden '88" hoopla, it consistently 
acknowledges Finnish elements in the population and character of the colony. Since no money 
and no authors from Finland were involved, this reflects well on the generosity and integrity of the 
contributors and the editor. 
Many of the authors of chapters are represented elsewhere in the recent literature on New 
Sweden. The first two essays are by Hans Norman and Stellan Dahlgren, whose volume The Rise 
and Fall of New Sweden is considered by some to be the high-water mark of scholarship on the 
colony since Amandus Johnson's time. Norman surveys New Sweden with special emphasis on 
its settlement history. His colleague Dahlgren (both teach history at Uppsala) describes the "great 
power" time in Sweden's history, primarily the mid-seventeenth century. The third essay is a 
sweeping overview, by Professor Goran Rystad of Lund, of North American colonization. Here 
New Sweden is, so to speak, put in its place. 
Next comes an excellent brief biography of Johan Printz, by Josef Ryden, currently President 
of the National Association for the Preservation of Home Districts and Local History. Ryden has 
published many newspaper and yearbook articles on New Sweden topics, especially those relating 
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to Jtinkoping County ( of which Printz became Governor after returning from New Sweden). He 
has also been most kind and helpful in assisting me, and others in America who depended on me, 
in obtaining obscure and hard-to-locate original documents from Swedish archival sources. 
Ulf Beijbom, well known to Swedish Americans as Director of the Emigrant Institute in Vaxjo, 
has contributed a careful essay titled "Sweden's First Voyagers to America." Incidentally, in the 
Swedish edition his heading is "VAra forsta Amerikafarare"; this precise phrase is the title of Karl 
Olin's new book about colonists from the Swedish-speaking parts of Finland. Beijbom and Olin 
use the pronoun (vAra) with quite different antecedents. 
At this midpoint of the volume Rune Ruhnbro contributes his own chapter, a report on his 
1987 quest in search of visible traces of the colony in the Delaware Valley. Journalistic and 
ironically humorous in style, it is titled "Voyage to a Vanished Destination." In the absence of any 
other attribution, I give Ruhn bro credit also for the "vignettes." At least one of these illustrated 
mini-essays appears with each chapter of the book, except Ruhnbro's own. They are 
distinguished with captions in a larger typeface and are printed over a darker screen, in various 
shades of tan or taupe. 
Speaking of the absence of attributions, I deplore the casual approach to picture credits 
throughout this collection. Borje Gustavsson, who took most of the beautiful original 
photographs, gets a tiny credit alongside the copyright notice; but the rest of that line, "unless 
otherwise attributed," covers a tremendous range, from good through inadequate to nonexistent. 
The uncredited artwork begins with the inset of Oxenstierna opposite this notice; complaints 
from American artists might begin at p. 6 with a picture apparently representing the Swedes' 
landing at the future site of Ft. Christina. From the Swedish edition I learn that Robert Shaw is 
the artist, and the New Jersey State Museum the source; if it is a book illustration, I still don't 
know what book that may be. 
The attribution "After Bryant" on p. 53 does not really convey the message that this illustration 
is from William Cullen Bryant's Picturesque America ( 1872); indeed, I am only guessing it. The 
beautiful painting by Jakob Hagg on p. 55 is credited to the museum that owns it, but not to the 
artist; we may know his name if we also own the Dahlgren and Norman volume whose cover it 
adorns. (Another Hagg painting of the same ships is properly credited, on p. 9, as is his 
reconstruction of ship's lines in the front endpapers.) Further examples of inadequacy are on pp . 
14, 45, 49, 51 , 108, 109, 120, etc. The" 1677" watercolor on p. 131 was done on commission, in the 
1820s, for John F. Watson's "Manuscript Annals" of Philadelphia, a fascinating miscellany 
located for the last century or so in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Photos on pp. 147 and 
164-65 were taken before Borje Gustavsson was born, but are "not otherwise attributed ." 
Returning to the essays themselves, the next one is about Indians, and it is surprisingly fresh. 
Most of the writing about the Swedes and Indians is either appallingly ill-informed , or by C.A. 
Weslager; this is neither. I should have liked to see something about the Swedish Indian traders, 
and Weslager would like never again to see the illustrations from Lindestrtim and Holm; but 
overall it is a creditable job on a difficult subject. The author, Nils Erik Baehrendtz, teaches at 
Stockholm University. 
The next essay is in some respects the most unique thing in the book. Like several others, it 
aspires to contextualize something about New Sweden. But this author, Jan IJjvind Swahn, takes 
as his subject the myth, or one might say the unreality, of America : not so much what actually lay 
before the emigrating Swedes and Finns, but what they thought, hoped or feared might lie there. 
The chapter is titled "A World of Riches and Monsters," and it is not for the squeamish. 
The book concludes with chapters by three more writers familiar to those who have been 
keeping up with the New Sweden literature. Robert Murray has a dozen pages- not enough 
space, by a long shot- to write about "The Churches of New Sweden." He saves a little room by 
giving just two sentences to the Moravians (Swedes who founded several churches in eighteenth 
century America). I have only a few quibbles with what he does say. I don't think Lars Lockenius 
was Finnish; and I think that pastor's decision to stay in America had to do first with family ties, 
and second with the fact that he had been indicted for insurrection against Printz (now Governor 
of Jonkoping and a near neighbor to Lock's home turf, Leksberg and Mariestad). Jonas Auren 
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from Ekshiirad was a better man, and a more significant figure in Swedish American history, than 
Murray or others from the ecclesiastical establishment have seen fit to acknowledge. On the other 
hand, the pastors and the laymen Murray does emphasize are all worthy of the praise they get. 
Nils William Olsson contributes an essay titled "An Impressive Awareness" (spelled 
"impressiv" at the top of every other page), basically a survey of American families that descend 
from New Sweden colonists and-rather atypically- know it. Regular readers of this journal 
probably know more than they will learn from this essay, but it is a good exercise to run through. 
Olsson remembers to name the Moravians Murray omitted, and he discusses lineages of several 
of the more orthodox clergymen. Another linkage among the last three articles is established by 
Gustavsson's photography. For example, the church on p. 130 is a stone's throw from the house 
on p. 145, built by an ancestor of the author on p. 153, me. 
The last chapter is about the lasting impact New Sweden had, or may have had, on American 
culture. Modesty forbids me to say how good it is, but two things might be mentioned objectively. 
The wilder theories advanced therein are credited to, or blamed upon, a variety of other writers on 
the artifacts of American pioneer life; their cited works date between 1914 and 1986. The other 
thing I want to say is that I know that neither the Swedes nor the English in Pennsylvania melted 
iron ore with cabbage; my misspelling (kalbruk for kolbruk, p. 160) was caught in May of 1987, 
but was corrected only for the Swedish edition. It's always something. 
I want to close with reflections on the New Sweden bookshelf as a whole. Because of the very 
transitory audiences, many of which gathered only once to coincide with the visit of the Swedish 
royalty last April, a very few early books (by C.A. Weslager and Algot Mattsson, with Alf A berg 
a distant third) were perceived in the New Sweden region as the cream of the crop. Without 
intending to detract from the works of those writers, I must point out that in the early spring of 
1988, much of the crop had yet to reach the barn. The Risingjournal, the New Sweden issue of 
Lutheran Quarterly. a new folklife study by Terry G. Jordan and Matti Kaups, and the volume 
under review are among the high-quality publications in English that have come out since. 
Good catalogs of exhibitions were produced in Philadelphia, Trenton, Newark (DE), 
Stockholm, and Turku. The forthcoming volume of proceedings from the March, 1988 New 
Sweden conference at the University of Delaware promises to be quite substantial. Weslager, 
Craig and I are among the American scholars with significant works still in progress or in press. 
For readers of Swedish, I should also recommend Pehr Kalm 's journals and Karl Olin's new book 
(both published in Finland), the New Sweden special insert of Jonkopings Posten, and the 
Stockholm reprint of Thomas Campanius Holm's 1702 history of New Sweden. 
- Richard H. Hulan 
Arlington, VA 
Herb Drake, Jr., Roots III: Software to Make History. Mountain View CA: Commsoft, Inc., 
1988. With user's manual by Susan Porter. System requirements: IBM PC or compatible 
computer with DOS version 2.0 or later. 
For the genealogist, the leap from notecards and pencil to software and computer is roughly 
equivalent to the transition from memorized, oral genealogies to ones that are written. Some 
pretty good genealogies have been transmitted orally in various parts of the world, but they lack 
the precision and detail of written records. Likewise, lots of information can be stored away on 
notecards and typed manuscripts, but the computer organizes it and links it together in 
unimagined, tremendously expansive configurations. Among the advantages of the computer for 
genealogical work are these: it is quick, systematic, has a massive capacity, and allows many 
forms of feedback from the same body of genealogical data. 
Roots III is a genealogical software package. If you are familiar with computers, you know that 
you need a computer before you can use a software package, and also a printer to prepare printed 
reports. The software package consists of three 5 I/ 4" diskettes and a 565-page manual to explain 
how to use them. In addition, there is a ninety-page manual for installing the program to operate 
properly on your computer and printer. There is also a sixty-page booklet explaining Tiny-Tafel, 
a rather advanced procedure for analyzing your genealogical data in Roots III. 
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Getting started is really quite easy. Four or five pages in the installation manual will lead you, 
step by step, as you set up the basics that allow your computer and printer to understand the 
software program. Then you insert the Roots III program diskette and work your way, step by 
step, through the Tutorial section of the Roots III manual. You can complete the tutorial session 
in an hour or so. When you have done it, you will have entered into the computer your own record 
and those of your parents, and linked them together. You will also have learned the basics of 
Roots III and will be ready to begin using it in your genealogical research. As new situations give 
rise to new problems coming out of your work, you look in the extensive Reference section of the 
manual to learn how to solve them. In this way, you learn the ins and outs of the program as you 
are using it, and it really does go pretty fast. If you have never had any previous experience with a 
computer, however, you should have on hand a knowledgeable friend or other expert to help you 
get started . 
Roots III works like this . The equivalent of an individual record sheet appears on the computer 
screen. It has space for a record number and other standard information about the individual: 
name, sex, occupation, name of parents, date and place of birth, death, baptism, burial, 
graduation, immigration, census information, the current address ofliving individuals, and so on. 
You customize the format of each record sheet to include the information you want. There are 
blanks available for all kinds of special information, including LDS Ordinance information or 
several census records for the same individual. The program also asks you to rank the reliability of 
each bit of information on a scale of 0-3. This constant reminder to evaluate the quality of your 
information is salutary. Linked to the record sheet is space for footnotes, bibliographical 
citations, and additional biographical material. After you have used the program for a few days, 
you discover that information can very quickly be entered and stored, retrieved and corrected. 
There are also a number of special codes on the record sheet, asking you to evaluate such things as 
your ancestral or descendant interest in a given individual on a scale of0-3. The computer links up 
individual data sheets by ancestry, descent, and marriage. Once this is done, the Roots III 
program will generate an amazing variety of charts and tables. It will tell you the blood 
relationship between two individuals, stating the degree of consanguinity in words and in degrees 
of civil and canon law. It will print a list of all the relatives of any given individual, arranging them 
under the headings of parents, children, grandchildren, second cousins once removed, and the 
like. It will print pedigrees in the form of an ancestral chart or a tabular ahnentafel. It will print 
sheets organized by family groups, and it will produce several varieties of extensive genealogical 
tables. 
Roots III can also segregate individual categories of data from the file. For example, it will find 
everybody with any connection to Viixjii or San Francisco, list all birthdays ofliving individuals, 
or all the birth, death, marriage, and other anniversaries in the month of June. It will print long 
lists of everything under the genealogical sun, compile an index, and even produce a full page of 
heredity statistics for any given individual in the file . 
In short, the secret of Roots III is that it encourages you to evaluate your data and enter it in 
concise, standardized form, and then it takes your data and links it all together, to produce an 
amazing amount of genealogical feedback. At the press of a button, for example, you can make 
an ahnentafel chart listing all known ancestors, with all the basic information about each and 
every one. I have had information of this kind in my files for years, but I was never able to put it 
together the way I can with Roots III. 
This does not mean that the Roots III software package is perfect, though it is certainly one of 
the best available to the genealogist, possibly the very best. It is rather complicated, and the 
manual is not clearly written. Sometimes it is easier to set aside the manual and simply use the 
instructional "menus"that appear on the computer screen. The "menus" are very clear and easy to 
use. With a little practice, you can follow them, step by step, through many of the more 
complicated procedures. According to the manual, Roots III is supposed to allow the use of the 
special letters and diacritical marks in the Scandinavian languages, such as ii O ii A a A e Ere .IE 0 
0 ti 0. Using special letters on a computer can sometimes be a bit complicated because the 
software has to instruct the computer to send the printer a signal it can understand . There are 
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plenty of opportunities for electronic misunderstandings along the way. So far, I have not figured 
out how to get my Roots III software, Zenith Supers Port computer, and HP ThinkJet printer to 
work together and come up with (j A a A I:'. re tE 0 (j 0, although my equipment does just fine 
with ii a e ti. I have not given up on this problem, however, and think that I will eventually be able 
to solve iJ . 
Enter the computer age with your genealogical studies if you have not already done so. You will 
not be disappointed. In order to avoid having to change over at some later time and transfer huge 
amounts of data from one system to another, you should start with the most powerful program 
you can find, even if it seems a bit formidable at first. Roots III would not be a 
disappointment: it's a good one. 
-J.R. Christianson 
Luther College, Decorah, IA 
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The Legacy of New Sweden 
Swedish and Finnish Sites in North America, 1638-1787 
This new map published by the Kalmar Nyckel Commemorative Committee in 
Wilmington represents a very large cartographical advance over other historical 
maps of New Sweden. Most obviously, it is substantially larger, 22" high and 27" 
wide. Like others available since the middle of the nineteenth century, it carries the 
names of former Swedish forts and settlements; but the larger scale and greater 
topographical detail (including contour intervals showing the elevation of the land) 
means that they are much more precisely located. There are many Swedish and 
Finnish sites, including churches and the places of residence of some two dozen 
colonists, that do not appear on any other map. Parts of six contiguous USGS 
maps (at the scale of 1 :250,000) were used to make the area of coverage sufficiently 
broad. Some examples: 
- This is the first New Sweden map to show nearby Cecil County, Maryland; 
some twenty percent of the Nordic colonists had moved there by the end of the 
Swedish period in 1655. 
- The fort of the Minquas (Susquehannock) Indians, with whom New Sweden's 
governors traded and treated, is shown; its site in Pennsylvania has been firmly 
identified archaeologically. 
- In addition to the nine currently active Protestant Episcopal churches that were 
founded by missionary clergymen of the Church of Sweden, and the sites of other 
abandoned Swedish churches, this map identifies several churches planted by early 
Moravian pastors from Sweden. 
- Individuals are represented on the map through the old Nordic tradition of 
bomiirken , little devices that look rather like cattle brands. Their marks have been 
preserved on petitions, loyalty oaths, deeds, wills, grand jury verdicts and other 
official documents of New Sweden and her successor governments. 
- A separate pamphlet (free with purchase of the map) lists the sites at which there 
is still something to see, including churches, homes, museums, monuments and 
markers; minimal driving directions and telephone numbers are included . 
Two versions of the map are available. The flat one, for framing, is on coated 
paper (colors are slightly brighter) and is mailed in a tube, for $4.00. The folded 
version is on sturdier paper, is designed for glove compartment or bookshelf 
storage, and is mailed in an envelope for $3.00. Checks, made out to KNCC Inc., 
should be sent to KNCC-Map, I 19 Westgate Drive, Wilmington, DE 19808. 
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Ancestor Tables 
Ancestor Tables will be printed from time to time on a space-available basis 
and for subscribers only. The editor assumes no responsibility for the material 
submitted and reserves the right to edit the material to conform to a general format. 
XXVI. Mildred Willoughby Hollander1 
(Submitted by Mildred W. Hollander, Route 4, Ames, IA 50010) 
I. WILLOUGHBY, Mildred Hannah, b. Rockford, Winnebago Co., IL 13 March 1912; 
m. Rockford 8 Sept. 1940 Willard Fisher Hollander. Four sons - Adrian Willoughby, 
Paul Jordan, James Fisher and Andrew Lee. 
I. 2. WILLOUGHBY, Frank Ward,2 b. Rockford,IL4 Dec. 1875; d. Rockford 12 Nov. 1955; 
m. Winterset, Madison Co., IA 7 Dec. 1910 
3. JORDAN, Ressie, b. Arbor Hill, Adair Co., IA 13 Jan. 1881; d. Ames, Story Co., IA 30 
Jan. 1974. 
II. 6. JORDAN, John Richards, b. Morgan Co., OH 19 March 1841 ; d. Winterset, Madison 
Co., IA 21 Feb. 1919; m. Noble Co., OH 8 Feb. 1870 
7. REED, Sarah Hannah, b. Morgan Co., OH 21 Oct. 1850; d. Greenfield, Adair Co., IA 8 
Feb. 1937. 
Ill. 12. JORDAN, Isaac, twin, b. Waynesburg, Greene Co., PA 13 April 1800; d. Morgan Co., 
OH 29 Oct. 1878; m. (I) Sarah Shriver, his first cousin, whod.; m. (2) in Morgan Co., OH 
3 Aug. 1826 
13. HAMILTON, Alice, b. Winchester, Frederick Co., VA 27 May 1800; d. Morgan Co., 
OH 24 March 1876. 
14. REED, Bonam, b. Guernsey Co., OH 3 June 1816; d. Monteith, Guthrie Co., IA 13 Dec. 
1893; m. Morgan Co., OH 23 Nov. 1837 
15. TALLEY, Rebecca, b. Bloom Township, Morgan Co., OH 7 Nov. 1822; d. Monteith, 
Guthrie Co., IA 16 July 1911. 
IV. 30. TALLEY, John Foulk, b. north of Wilmington, DE 26 Oct. 1799; d. Zanesville, 
Muskingum Co., OH 4 Nov. 1886; farmer and surveyor; m. Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) 
Church, Wilmington, DE II Sept. 1819 
31. POULSON, Hannah, b .. Millcreek Hundred, New Castle Co., DE 11 Aug. 1793; d. 
Bloom Township, Morgan Co., OH 30 Sept. 1857. 
V. 60. TALLEY, Harmon, b. north of Wilmington, DE 28 April 1775; d. Piasa, Macoupin Co., 
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IL 24 Aug. 1858; m. (I) New Castle Co., DE ca. 1795 his first cousin Priscilla Foulk; m. 
(2) ca. 1803 Rebecca Grubb, his third cousin 
61. FOULK, Priscilla, b. New Castle Co., DE 3 March 1775; d. New Castle Co. 3 March 
1802. 
62. POULSON, Simon, III, b. New Castle Co., DE 16 Oct. 1752; d. Millcreek Hundred, 
New Castle Co. between 27 Sept. and 10 Oct. 1801; m. Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) 
Church, Wilmington, DE 27 Feb. 1783 
63. PATTON, Ann, b. New Castle Co., DE(?) between 1755 and 1765 (Census age); d. 
probably Philadelphia, PA after 1820 Census. 
Ancestor Tables 
VI. 120. TALLEY, William, Jr., b. Brandywine Hundred, New Castle Co., DE Jan. 1747; d. 
Brandywine Hundred 9 May 1812; m. New Castle Co., DE 5 Nov. 1768 
121 . STILLEY, Dina, b. New Castle Co., DE 27 Feb. 1751; bapt. Holy Trinity(Old Swedes) 
Church, Wilmington, DE 31 March 1751; d. New Castle Co., DE. 
122. FOULK, John, b. 22 April 1735; d. Brandywine Hundred 8 Nov. 1820; m. New Castle 
Co., DE 12 Oct. 1756 
123. TALLEY, Sarah, b. on the DE-PA border Feb. 1736; d. 6 Sept. 1822. 
124. POULSON, Simon, Jr., b. DE ca. 1724; d. DE after 1764; m. DE 
125. - , Elinor, b. DE ca. 1730; d. DE after 1764. 
126. PATTON, George. 
127. - , Mary. 
VII . 240. TALLEY, William, Sr., b. New Castle Co., DE 1714; d. New Castle Co. I Aug. 1790; m. 
ca. 1735 
241. GRUBB, Hannah, b. PA; d. New Castle Co.,DE 1747. 
242. STILLEY, Jonathan, b. New Castle Co. ca. 1711; d. Brandywine Hundred 21 April 
1765; m. Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church, Wilmington, DE 17 April 1735 
243. VANDEVER, Magdalena, b. New Castle Co., DES Nov. 1718; bapt. HolyTrinity(Old 
Swedes) Church, Wilmington, DE 11 Nov. 1718; d. New Castle Co., DE after 1764. 
246. = 240. 
247. = 241. 
248. POULSON, Simon, Sr.,3 b. DE(?); d. DE(?). 
VIII. 480. TALLEY, Thomas, b. on the DE-PA border ca. 1688; d. New Castle Co., DE 1781; m. 
ca. 1713. 
482. GRUBB, Joseph, b. early 1690s; d. PA ~fore 14 March 1747;4 m. 
483. (PERKINS, Elizabeth) (?). 
484. STILLE, Jacob, b. New Castle Co., DE ca. 1685(?); d. Christiana Hundred, New Castle 
Co.,DE before 26 Feb. 1774;5 m. New Castle Co., DE ca 1710 
485. SPRINGER, Rebecca, b. New Castle Co., DE ca. 1688 or 1689; d. between 1764 (when 
Borell census was taken) and 1771, when Jacob's will was made. 
486. VANDEVER, Jacob, b. DE ca. 1685 (?); d. Brandywine Hundred, New Castle Co., DE 
16 Nov. 1739; yeoman; m. Wilmington, DE ca. 1710 
487. STEDHAM, Mary/Maria, b. New Castle Co., DE; d. after 1764 (when Borell census 
was made). 
496. POULSON, Bengt/Benjamin, b. New Castle Co., DE;6 d. Millcreek Hundred, New 
Castle Co., DE; will dated 18 June 1729;7 m. 
MD(?) ca. 1688 
497. -, Margareta,8 b. DE or MD(?); d. Sept. 1728; bur. Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church, 
Wilmington, DE 9 Sept. 1728. 
IX. 960. TALLEY, William,9 d. on the DE-PA border between 1698 and 1702; m. 1686 
961. - , Elinor, 10 d. after 1721. 
964. GRUBB.John, b. Cornwall, England 1652; 11 d. Chester Co., PA between 12Feb. and26 
March 1708;12 m. Brandywine Hundred, New Castle Co., DE ca. 1681 
965. VANE, Frances, d. after 1711; m. (2) Richard Buffington. 
968. STILLE, Anders/ Andries/ Andreas, 13 b. Sweden 1639; d. New Castle Co. before 169314; 
m. New Castle, DE 1671 
969. - , Anna/ Annetje.15 
970. SPRINGER, Charles/ Carl Christophersson, b. Stockholm, Sweden 1658; 16 d. in a boat 
on the Delaware River 26 May 1738; m. New Castle Co., DE 27 Dec. 1685 
971. HINDRICKSDOTTER, Maria, b. New Sweden on the Delaware; d. probably in 
Christiana Hundred in March 1727. 
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972. VANDEVER, Cornelius, b. Ft. Altena, New Castle Co., DE(?) ca. 1660 (?); d. New 
Castle Co., DE between 18 Dec. 1712 and 18 Feb. 1712/ 1713; m. probably New Castle 
Co. 
973. ---, Margareta.17 
974. STEDHAM, Adam, b. DE; d. New Castle Co. , DE before 21 Jan. 1695/ 1696. 18 
975. --, Katherine/Catharina/ Karin, b. DE 1662; d. New Castle Co. 21 Nov. 1739. 19 
992. MULLICA, Paul Johnson, of Finnish extraction, b. Sweden; d. probably MD between 
29 July 1661, when granted denization by MD, and 14 April 1664, when property was 
divided among heirs; m. Sweden 
993 . --, Margareta, b. Sweden; d. after Dec. 1669. 












"old Simon" was still living at that time.21 
---, Anna. Simon Johnson and his wife Anna sold land at Crane Hook to Henry 
Lemmens 29 Sept. 1685.22 
STILLE, Olof Persson,23 b. in Uppland, Sweden; d. PA apparently between 1682, when 
he applied for a new patent on his land and 1683 when the Moyamensing Census was 
taken; m. in Sweden ca. 1633 
--, his wife, b. in Sweden; d. PA. 
SPRINGER, Christopher,24 emigr. to Sweden from Germany 1629; d. by April 1669; m. 
(3) probably in Stockholm 15 Oct. 1654 
SALINUS, Beata Baltzarsdotter, b. Sweden; bur. Mariefred 17 Dec. 1693.25 
JACOBSSON, Hendrick, b. Sweden; d. after I May 1704.26 
-, Gertrude.27 
VAN DE VER, Jacob, arr. DE 1655; d. Wilmington, DE between 15 April 1698 and 30 
May 1699.28 
--, Catharine. 29 
STIDDEM, Timen30 d. DE between 2 Feb. and 18 March 1685/ 1686. 
---, his second wife, who d. in Christiana Hundred, New Castle Co., DE before 23 Feb. 
1679/ (680. 31 
Notes* 
*I wish to thank Peter Stebbins Craig for his able assistance and information about early settlers of New 
Sweden, especially the Poulson, Stille, Jacobsson and Stiddem ancestors. 
1This ancestral line only includes the Delaware branch of the family. 
2Mostly English line with possible exception of No. 296, not listed here, who according to Katharine Utter Waterman 
in 1941 states that he was probably "Nicholas Utter of Westerly, RI" and suggests that Nicholas may have been 
Nils Mattsson Utter, soldier from Sweden, hired in Stockholm 1653 and sent to DE in 1654aboard the 6rn. Some 
of the Swedes were persuaded by the Dutch to remain in America when most were returned to Sweden in 1655. 
3He is listed first of five sons and two daughters in will of Benjamin Paulson, dated 18 June 1729. 
•According to intestate administration of PA. 
5When his will was probated in New Castle Co. 
6He was probably the youngest son of Paul Johnson Mullica, a Finn , but listed as Hendrick when the parents moved to 
MD. 
7When his will was dated in New Castle Co. 
8She was probably the daughter of Simon Johnson, a Finn. 
9He may have come from a town named Talley, northeast of Carmarthen, Dyfed in Wales to Upland, now Chester, 
PA, by 1682. 
10She was the widow of John Johnson according to the estate settlement of I 686. 
11 He arrived at Burlington, NJ aboard the Kent 1677. 
12 He was listed as a tanner. 
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u He arrived with his parents to DE aboard the Charitas 1641 at the age of I 1/ 2 years. 
14According to the DE Census of 1693. 
"She was the widow of a man named Peterson. 
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"When on an official mission to London as a young man he was kidnapped on a London Street and brought to 
Wynoak Parish, Charles City Co., VA, where he was sold into servitude for five years. At the end of his service, he 
made his way to New Sweden on the Delaware early in 1684. 
17She m. for the second time John William Lerchenziehler. 
"According to letters of administration, New Castle Co., DE. 
19She married for the second time Peter Peterson Smith before 3 Jan. 1718. 
'"A Finn, he arrived in America in 1654 as a soldier aboard the Orn. He was naturalized in MD 6 Nov. 1683. 
lJGeorge Jonnston, History of Cecil County, Maryland ( Elkton, MD I 881). p. 224. 
22New Castle Court Records, 2: 146. 
"Stille was probably born on the island of Solo but grew up on Humblo, part of the Penningby estate in Lanna Parish 
(Upps.). He married in Sweden, probably in 1633, since he had a daughter, born ca. 1634. He arrived in America in 
1641 aboard the Chariras with his wife, a seven year-old daughter and a son, I 1 / 2 years old. 
24He entered Swedish government service in 1629 and served until his death. 
"From 1678 until her death she served as the royal housekeeper at Gripsholm Castle to Hedvig Eleonora, Dowager 
Queen of Sweden. 
26 He is listed in the 1693 Census as born in Sweden, but his sons (Jacob, John and Hendrick Hendricksson) were not. 
Thus, he could not be the 1656 Mercurius immigrant. More likely he was Hendrick Jacobsson, soldier, who 
arrived with Rising in 1654. Furthermore, he d. after I May 1704, the date of his will, in which he devised land 
(acquired 20 March 1686) to his son Hendrick Hendrickson. (New Castle County Survey Book A, p. 246, cited by 
Ruth Springer in Delaware History, Vol. VI, p. 152, n. 31.) He was described as being of Chester County when he 
made the 1686 purchase from the Stedham family for land south of Brandywine. (New Castle Court Records, 
2:160). 
On 25 June 1701, "Hen. Jacobson, now very ancient"made an affidavit before Justice Cornelius Empson of New 
Castle County regarding his earlier occupation and ownership of land on Crum Kill in Chester (now Delaware) 
County, PA, between 1674 and 1688, in partnership with Nils Mattsson. (Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series, 
Vol. XIX, pp. 239-240). 
271n 1683 the wives of Hendrick Jacobsson and Nils Mattsson were indicted on witchcraft charges. On 12 Sept. 1683, 
Hendrick Jacobson posted bond for his wife, "Yeshro Hendrickson."(Pennsylvania Provincial Council Minutes, 
Vol. I, p.93). She is described as "Getro Hendrickson" on 20 March 1684 when Jacob Hendricksen (their eldest 
son) posted bond for her good behavior. (Ibid., Vol. I, p. 96). It is uncertain why Gertrude("Yeshro"and "Getro" 
was called a "Hendrickson." Perhaps because this was the surname of her sons. 
28 He had arrived in Delaware in 1655 as a Dutch sergeant, stationed at Ft. Altena (earlier Ft. Christina, later 
Wilmington, DE). 
29 At the New Castle Court on 17 Oct. 1683, "Catherin," wife of Jacob Vander Veer testified that she had been in this 
country for 25-26 years. (New Castle Court Records, Vol. II, pp. 71-72). After ,he death of her husband, she moved 
to Penns Neck with her youngest son, Jacob Vandever, Jr. Her burial on 9 Feb. I 720 is reported in the Penns Neck 
church records. -The Records of the Swedish Lutheran Churches at Raccoon and Penns Neck 1713-1786 (New 
Jersey 1938), p. 326. 
30By will of I Feb. 1685/ 1686, he was born in Hammell (Denmark? Germany?); died before 18 March 1685/ 1686 
when New Castle Court granted widow Christina lifetime I/ 3 interest in his estate. (New Castle Court Records, 
Vol. II, p. 1~9). Will was proved 24 April 1686. His first wifed. in Puerto Rico and he married for the second time, 
probably in Gothenburg ca. 1653. 
31 It was on this date that Timen Stiddem married for the third time Christina, daughter of OlofThorsson, and widow 
of Walraven Johnson de Vos. The marriage date is shown in the New Castle Court Records, Vol. I, p. 404. 
47 
Passenger Lists of Arrivals 
at Ellis Island 1892-1954 
to be Made Available 
From 1892 to I 954 immigrants to America were processed at Ellis Island in 
New York City. During that time no fewer than sixteen million immigrants passed 
through the Island, the records of which are preserved in the National Archives in 
Washington, DC. But unless the person needing information knows the name of 
the ship and the date of arrival, it is almost impossible to trace the immigrant. 
At the present time the buildings on Ellis Island are being refurbished and in a 
few months'time they will look exactly as they were during the time of arrival of the 
immigrants. But this is only a part of the story. Genealogists and family historians 
want access to the actual arrival records, and so The Ellis Island Restoration 
Commission has been formed to make these records available. The intention is to 
computerize the passenger lists so that any name will be available immediately. 
Information differs from list to list, but the full name, age, port of embarkation and 
arrival are stated , and since the family was treated together, those travelling with 
parents will be seen readily. Other information such as place of birth and last 
residence may also be stated. 
The Commission under Philip Lax, President, includes P. William Filby, 
former Director of the Maryland Historical Society and compiler of several books 
on immigration, Ira A. Glazier, Director of the Temple Balch Center for 
Immigration Research, Richard G. Scott, President of the Utah Genealogical 
Society, Rabbi Malcolm Stern, President, Jewish Historical Society of New York 
and James Dent Walker, formerly of the National Archives and now Associate 
Director of the Charles Sumner School Museum Archives of Washington, DC. 
Work on transcribing the lists will begin almost immediately, and we have set 
1992 for completion of the project, at which time anyone visiting Ellis Island will be 
able to find his or her family by using the computers. It is also considered possible 
that the computer tapes could be made available at other locations throughout 
America. 
All of this work, however, is very costly, and the rate of progress will depend 
entirely on the moneys available to move the work forward. Donations are 
therefore urgently needed. These should be sent to The Ellis Island Restoration 
Commission, Federal Hall, 26 Wall Street, New York, NY 10005. The telephone 
number is (2 I 2) 264-445 I. Donations are tax deductible for income tax purposes. 
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P. William Filby 
Ira A. Glazier 
He abolished 
M an's vested freedom 
to seek vengrnnce 
for blood shed in feud 
and secured by law 
the sanchty 
of the home, 
the church 
and the lawcourts. 
He ordained for women 
their rights 
to security 
and fa heritage. 
He forhfied 




Regent ot Sweden 1250-l26o. 
Hotel Birger Jarl 
Stockholm 
Make Our Hotel Your 
Headquarters 
While Searching Your 
Roots in Sweden. 
252 rooms with bath/shower, TV and radio . 
Conference rooms for groups from 10 to 175 persons. 
Private banquet facilities for 225 guests. 
Cafeteria - garage. 
Centrally located - Tulegatan 8 at Jarlaplan. 
Address: Box 19016, S-10432 Stockholm, Sweden. 
Telephone + 46 8 1510 20. 






Scandinavia is our home. We offer more flights to 
Scandinavia year-round than any other airl ine. 
We fly non stop from New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and Seattle with convenient connections to cities 
throughout Scandinavia. 
Ask your travel agent about SAS' vacation packages, 
frequent schedules and low air fares or call SAS, 
toll free 1-800-221-2350 (in New York City 
718-657-7700; in Los Angeles 213-655-8600). 
SAJ: 
SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES 
